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revenue be regarded as a test, as the anti-British
party in Parliament often contend, the claims of
Baroda must go by the board, for in this rich
territory collection by coercive measures is far
more common than in British India or in most
other native States.

One of the reasons, it may be conjectured, for the
abandonment of the original proposal made in con-
nection with the reforms which lately came before
Parliament, that Advisory Councils of Notables
should be created to assist the Government of
India, and to diffuse correct information regarding
its acts and intentions, is that ruling chiefs could
not be expected to sit with pleaders and profes-
sional middle-class people such as are now pushing
their way to the front as exponents, as they claim,
of public opinion. But the existence of such public
opinion must be taken on trust, for the press which
gives voice to it is the press which is under the
thumbs of these gentlemen themselves.

The control exercised by the Supreme and Pro-
vincial Governments over native States varies in
degree, but all are administered by the ruling chiefs
through their Ministers, with the advice and assist-
ance of a political agent appointed by the Govern-
ment of India, and nearly all of them pay a tribute
to the Government of India, which, however, does
not in turn pay any tribute whatsoever to the Home
Government.